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conveniently considered from three different points
of view. A woman can be classified :

(a) As a citizen.

(&) As a wife.

(c) As a mother.

(a) Taken as a citizen a woman's liberty cannot
be secured without a full ownership of property as
well as unrestricted earning power and responsibility.
These powers seem to me more important than the
possession of a vote because, as I have often argued
before, the main road to liberty is through property.
From this point of view all professions should be
open to women whether they wish to enter them or
not. Women vary as infinitely in capacity as men,
and there are intermediate types on both sides
which are often associated with the successful per-
formance of particular kinds of work without regard
to considerations of sex. Women are in a stronger
position if there is no question of privilege or in-
equality of any kind as regards their earning power,
although it is obviously much better that they
should whenever possible receive the same re-
muneration as men. Mr Wells admirably^handles
this aspect of the matter when he writes: " I want
this coddling and brow-beating of women to cease.
I want to see women come in free and fearless to a
full participation in the collective purpose of man-
kind." Our present law and custom in regard to
women is founded on the assumption that all women
either marry or live on an unearned income, or
become domestic servants, or shopgirls* The
woman is paid on the hypothesis that she lives in her
father's house and only needs a little pocket-money,